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Injury Mortality in Tainan City-ldentifying Priorities for Safe
Community Planning
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The aim of this study was to identify the risk group vulnerable from fatal
injury in Tainan City as a reference for priority setting in Safe Community
planning. Cause of death computer file of the year 2001 and 2002 was used to
analyze sex-age-specific death rates and area and cause specific standardized
mortality ratios (SMR) using Taiwan and Taichung as a reference. Injuries were
classified as unintentional injuries (included traffic, poisoning, falls, fires,
drowning and suffocation), intentional injuries (included suicide and homicide),
intent unknown and others. In general, injury mortality in Tainan City was lower
than those in Taiwan as a whole, nevertheless higher than those in Taichung City.
Anan area had the highest injury SMR followed by Anping area. Men aged 65
and above in Tainan City had higher suicide mortality rate and women aged 65
and above had higher falls mortality than those in Taiwan. In conclusion, Tainan
City Safe Community should put suicide prevention among elderly men and falls
prevention among elderly women as first priority. Using mortality data in area
problem identification should take into account the area differences in death
certification habits, especially the intent unknown.
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