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Belfast is the capital of the Northern Ireland. According to 2003 census
data made by the Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency, the population
size was 271,600 in Belfast, and total areca was 109.6km2. In 1988, Belfast
joined the Healthy Cities movement, and Phase I ran until 1993. In Phase I, work
was above all project oriented and focused on communities rather than the
strategic level. Belfast was designated to Phase II in 1996, and focused on
developing a city health plan as required by WHO. In Phase III (1998-2002),
Belfast Healthy Cities moved from an operational to a more strategic approach,
in particular through the City Health Development Plan process. Belfast Healthy
Cities was designated to Phase IV of the European Healthy Cities Network in
summer 2004. The core areas of work in this phase are healthy urban planning,
healthy ageing and health impact assessment.
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